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Families used to be defmed by Ozzie and Harriet Nelson,
Ward and June Cleaver. Then someone pressed the fast-
forward button and families got scrambled. Now;, the
definition of a family is changing, but there are some -
encouraging new signs for lowa family life.

The changmg Amerlcan famlly |

Py -
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By MELINDA VOSS,
Register Staff Writer

For years, Mary L. Anderson of '

Waterloo, a single mother of six

_-children, promised herself a “free-
_at-last” party when her youngestl'

|- " child turned 18.

oY

- Insteéad, that was the. day she_.
took- temporary custody of three-'

‘|- “young granddaughters. *

Now, Anderson, 49, attends PTA"-

" meetings, shuttles. the children to

dance,lessons and tucks them in
each night.

What happened to Anderson tells

much about the tumultuous state of-
the family in the 1980s — a decade

when society’s main building block
was wracked by diverce and drugs,

stretched thin by demands on:two

employed parents and'strained by

the rlsmg costs of edication and®

~ child care o
Redlscovery

Out of this turmaoil, lhaw yer,
many families are growing: stron
ger and closer, expéftssay. “T
‘the next; decade will bring'a p¢
b ﬁlmily, "5did Joann
| :Lane,; xchalrWOman ‘of
| " Commission’ on Children, ‘Youth
and Families.”

The usual definition of a family
will be stretched in the next de-

cade. The traditional nuclear fami-.

. anﬁé,;nm% will have' tyo, wage

More on '90s living:
Today‘s Life/Style

& 1’ Houses built durlng the next de-
cade could be smarter than their oc-
cupants

Tots will be smaller, but prices will be
‘anything but.

moving into the home, and chndren

ties.

v Reusable products w;!( begin to
‘replace throwaways as emphasis on
aclean enviror’xmentgéts stronger.

v Cellular telephones will change
the way lowans @0 busmess and run
therr home lives.

. These grticles and more are in
i taday $ L1 e/Ster sectron

y-2il

v For many (owans homes and

}3 + Entertainment will continue -

will face even more organized a activi-
/ .

riatric” family. The Lawnsdails, -

70, live in a ‘specially desxgne&‘ :

“apartment. They share expenses -

.. club, for. example, is not_avmlable

of many kinds of famxlies, experts
say ‘By-the ;md—’ws, (£ p‘ercent o

“edrners,-Said David- Snyder-of Be-:’
thesda, Md., who studies trends.

Some will be “skip-generation” -

families such as Anderson’s, al-
thougt? more may be like the West

,' y\— thh mom as homem ker’and :

.dad as breadwinner - 'will'be one - .'takes, the pace of familylife, which |

‘séemed stuck on f&st-{orwal;d in:.:
 the 80s, isnot nke*;yaacﬁan

Des Moines couple of Diane an
David Lawnsdail.

By the end of the 1990s, when -
they near retirement, the Lawns- -
dails may be a “two-generation gé-:

-
-

-
r

-
-
>

who are in their late 40s, and:»
Diane’s mother, Larita Robmson. =

home. Robinson has a separate -

and chores, but lead mdependent-
lives. -

Homosexual “Family” . . -2
Others may be like Jerold Craw-"|
ford and Jeff McMullen, two homo- |-
sexuals from Des Momes who have .|
lived together: for 12 yezﬂ‘s Al-’
though they call themselves afam-
ily, they feel frustrated thiat'society
does not recognize them as such. A
family. membership at a health

to them: - ) ;
Yet, whatever form the famlly

. .,-,s.

“THe' Amerﬂ::an djnne 2 foup dléd.

in the juggle of soccer practxces ’

and teen work schedules thh aero-

' S5 FAMILIES .
Please turn to Page 2A-°
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Americans poised to rediscover the family i > oo

Continued from Page One

hica clasees and parents’ Jabs. At the
same tlme, high-lech gadgsts — an-
=wering machines, hame computers
and videncasselta recorders — eased
chores, created new ways Lo educate
and enterialn, and encouraged fami-
lirs to “cocoon.”

&0, why, despite all \hese Intru-
sinns, will commliiment to family
grow?

Need ta Connect

Timothy H. Brubaker, director of
the Family and Child Stody Center at
Miami University in hio, sald an un-
derlying reazon was an emotlonal
need for connectians,

“We're Just stariing to notfce that
we need moce thao baying a foer-bed-
Toom house and & BMW," he sald. “Tn
the '80s, T see the upwardly mobile
groups viewing Intimate family rela-
tionships as more posiiive™

Demagraphics alsa help o explain
the swing ta family values. Thers will
be fewer chiliren, making them more
precious, The mass of aging bahy.
toamers and increased longevity will
creats more four- antl {{ve.genera-
Uon familtes and more appartutiiles
far familles to discover thelr herl-

But Lane also worries that families
will be on two economie racks.
Trends suggest that duval-lpcome
famnilles will prosper and offer thelf
children o multitade of enciching op-
portunities, while single-parent
nouseholds, Irequently headed by
poor women, wiil Inereasingly sirug-
gle o furnish necessities, she sald.

David Blankenharn, presiden! of
the lastitute for American Values, a

New York erganization thal studies -

tamilies, has predicted the eruption
of 2 social erisis it nothing changes
the divisive econarmy.

The fact that 25 percent of US.
children are born inta poverty is noth-
ing short of tragic, he said.

“What we're doing s spending less
and less of our WUme and money pro-
moting & good envireament faor chils
dren.” he said. “They have lewsr par-
enls. Their parenis spend less time
with them. And a barrage of infla-
ences — media, drugs, peers — affect
1hem. It's nol & goed time to be a
child."

In lowa, Lhe problem is refiecied In
e stale’s growing number of foster
children, said Anne Thompuon, diree-
tor of the Cealition for Family and
Child Services. In 1989, the siate ay-
ernged 3,000 children a month in los-
Ler care, Now, it is close to 4,004, de-
=pite a smaller poel of children in the
wate.

Iat Whale Story

Eccnamics do nel tell the whole
stary, however. Men who abandon
their families alan contribute to fami-
ty problems, Blankenharn said. Fa-

thers who neglect to pay child sup-
port and those who are emotionally
distant from their children frequently
fall to provide the necessary role
model for well-adfusted children (o
develop, ke sald. '

Women, too, need to pay more at-
tention 1o purposes larger than self,
he sald. “From offices In Washingtor,
D.C., to hormes |n lowa, there needs to
be & value shift at the mest profaund
level (hal creates a cltural ethos n
favor of strong families,” he said.

White Lane sees Uhe same problems
In fowa, she alsa sees signs of ehange,
In the early ‘803, many people put
career ahead of family, even if it
meant mowing thousands of miles
away, she said. Now, she sees more
people skipping promotions for the
sake of family.

As for poor familles, she said,
“we're finally waking up and saying
we need to provide suppart 0 low-in-
corne familles can provide a healthy
environment for their children.”

To thal end, Towa has about two
dazen programs to sirengthen fami-
lles and prevent oui-of-hame place-
ments, satd Kristine Nelson, direstor
of research st the University of
lowa's Natlone] Resource Center on
Family-Based Services. .

These programs typleally provide
family counseling or direct help for
extanded lamily members, nelghbars
or government agencies warking to
keep the fumily together.

Familles as Whale

"“t's the firat time In the histary of
soctsl services that there's serlous at-
tention to looking at the neads of fam-
Tlles*x3 a whole,” Nelson said. “"What
we've learned Is you jusi can't walt
until families fail. It's much more
cost-effective and human ta offer
trelp to femilies facing predictable
problems, like no child care or man-
agement of a difficull adolescent.”

Mo one helpa Mary Anderson to
raise her three grandchildren In Wa-
terlea, bul she does nol complain
abaut her sltuation. The glrls’ mather,
Anderson's danghter, was an alcohal-
e who died in 1967, shortly before
Anderaon (ook permanent custody. “1
would not bave had any pesce U Thad
not Laken them," she satd,

Anderson #lso has & 23-year-old son
who exemplifiea the “baby beomer-
ang" generation. Boomerangers —
adull children who do not leave ar
keep returning home ~ also are crea-
tures of the "80s. i

Currently, the average age at
which adult children leave home is
26, satd Davld Snyder, the Maryland
{uture expecl. They are staying home
longer mently for economic reasons.

“If they want to give up cary and
live In less than high-quality sur-
reandings they could be on their own.
But they've grown up with talrly mid-
dle-class standards. Until they can af-
tord those siandards, they arem't
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Mary Anderson of Waterlioo hag dinrer wiih her three grandeblldren, whom  agt example of (he changing aature of the Americao family. They are enjoyin
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she is ralslng, They are Deora (af Teft), 9, Antka, 10, find Mary, §. The femllyis  this meal a1 Little John's Burgers, a fasi-foad restaurant near their home.

+ leaving.”

At the same tlme, single-person
househelds, moat olten older divorced
ar widowed women, alse will grow in
number because of the aging popula-
tion, Snyder said.

Laclta Robinson ie one of those.
Until last year, Robinson lived five
houses trom the home her only child,
Diane [awnsdall, shared with a hus-
‘band and two college-age sons. About
a year ago, they a1l moved into & spe-
cially designed home.

Robinson pald for her 1,100-
aquare-foot apartment In the base-
ment of the Lawnsdails' home. She
also contributes to each moakh's utili-
1y bille. The apartment lacludes a
large kltchen, a three-season porch, 8
dumbwalter to the garage and two
large walk-in clossis

The arrangement works beantifol-
1y, Robinscn sald. “1 probably don't

see Lhem as often now as fused to. My |

davghiter and son-ln-law come down
every Friday evening to visit with
mer

For the'Lawnsdails, the benefits in-
clude a ready sepply of Rohingan's
fried chicken, pies and other culinary
delighis and the comfort of knowing
that Grandma, a diahetic, is a [ew
steps away il she needs belp.

The close ties of grandparents to
families wh] became even sironger in
the '90s, Snyder sald. The traditionsl
role they have played for centurles
should see a renewal |n the coming
decade, he sald,

1n the next decade, rising health
cnsta will force more familles to Lake
In aging relatives, Snyder sald. Even
now, a third of the nation's middle-
class elderly are reduced to paverly
before they dle hecanss of expensive
institutional care, he sald.

The problem with milti-genera-
tienal households, howaver, is a loss
of Indepeadence and privacy — two
Ideals fowa studies show are impor-
fant to the older gensration.

Definition Changing
Although Snyder still sees Lhe fami-
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Jerold Crawford, X6, and Jeff
fah

when the state Supreme Court ruled
that & 1 )] )d be de-

! couple,
sald thelr relationsalp deserved legal
recognition. I get angry somedlmes
with the fact that if you den't have a
plece of paper then you doa't count,”
Crawford sald.

Homeosexual couples have discav-
ered they cannot share heaith-tare
benefits, bereavement leave or other
benelits, Some [nsucance companles
also decline ta sell a jodnl renter's in-
sarance policy to a homosexual cou-
ple, e sald. =

At the same time, soclety scorns

1y 13 the "perfect soclal
e also sald its definiticn was chang-
{ng.

Like homesexuals elsewhere, some
‘hamesexual ceuples in lowa want to
-be recognized as families, suld Ml-
chaal Current, co-chairman of the
Towa Lesbian and Gay Palitical
Caucus.

for what s p ax
promiscucus behavior, Current sald.
“if soclety were really concerned, es-
pectally with the spread of AICS, then
ane af the Nirst things it would do asa
soclety would be to glve these rela-
tlonships some legal autherlty and
make It easier for therm to exist.”
New York toak such a step last July

fined ns a family under New York's
rent control laws.
Medical Technologles

“gamete micra-manipulation,”
which a hole i3 opened in 1he oul
cover af Lhe egg, Incredsing
chanee lor a sperm Lo ferlilize it o
sl }

And while Syrap does not w
“made 1o order” tabjes — wilh 1
sex, halr calor, eye coler and olt,
gualities abile 1o be
[ digte harizon, the Daran Clin

Besides y surraunding
the legal rights of homasexual famni-
lies, dehates also swirl around the
rapldly advancing medical technala-
gy lor ereating bahies. These meth-
ods ralse 8 host of perplexing ques-
tions that will aifect families in the
'#is.

Does a child have a right Lo know
he was eoncelved in a petrl dizh?
Should frozen smbrycs be wiewed as
properly o be awarded in a divorce?
Should donors he guarantaed ano-
aymity? Ferhaps more imperlant,
‘however, Is who will answer these
questions: lawmmakers, the courts,
churches or intividuals? The answers
may not come easily, bul the gues-
tlons wHi not go away. The technlques

tor Warmen in Ames Is ollering sex s
lection for §300 per insemination

How families have been 3 not o
exsarily hpw they will be in the &
although experls predict the sire
gles expericaced by many familics
the 'Als have sel Lke stage far u peri
of stability — @ litne w calck
breath, 5o to spaak.

Jusl do rol expert oo Much ol
breather. Chances are your kid's s
cer game starts in 15 minutes.

NEXT SUNDAY: During the L
Towa schon)s and colleges will plus
Lty & more competilve decade 1
ever before as they scramble
atirset students and to kecp up w
fast-paced techaology.
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More spy satellites eyed
to monitor peace stens

U.S. satellite
crashes info

EPA to restrict use of
controversial fungicides

{0 spite of 1he sharp reductivn, ©
sumer expasure was nat drastics
lowered by the voluntary action. |



