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Some of Iowa’s poorest counties
.are showing the most improvement in
reducing poverty, an indication in-
comes may be increasing in those
areas, the state’s latest poverty flg
ures show. 3
On the dOWDSlde more than one out
of 10 Iowans remains at or below the
“federal poverty level. X
The Towa Department of Educanon

-_.rep rt shows 11 percent of Towans

f-lii( d in.poverty‘in 1988, up from

¥ OYpercent in 1987. A total of

= 1
‘1_’ - t_fq;..__,._ .-_M'- r_.-,\_d

Tha Regutelr

overty in iowa

'.| Here arae the countles with the

-highest and lowest percentsges
| of thelr residents who have
5 low incomes. . -

Decatur 1,396 162

1988 low  Percentage
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310,533 Iowans were lwingin poverty
in 1988, 6,281 more than in 1987, or a
2.1 percent increase,

“Minimal Change”
Steve Boal, the research and dafa

consultant for the department, sai. 1
the report shows “minimal change™ | j
F
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in Iowa’s poverty rate from 1987 {9«
1988... ° . .. B
“Some ' of .the worst countles, =
- showed some of the most improve- |
ment” in:reducing the numbers: of: -
Iowans in poverty, however. /.~ (.,[
_ The data were compiled by the de—n‘f 1
partment -using information from =+
:71988 state income tax returns. It is-
“Used by the state in plannmg educa~ |
tional programs.- i

Pockets of Poverty _ .'.'f'

The report showed the pockets of
* poverty in Iowa remain the same — .
largely concentrated in southern and .
northeast Iowa — while the state’s -
urban counties enjoyed the lowest
rates of poverty. — . i -

The numbers are lxkely to be an is-.;
sue in the 1990 campaign for gover-’ ;
nor, Gov. Terry Branstad, a Republi- -
"~ bas touted his economic
development efforts, yet his own ad- |
ministration’s data show an increase
in poverty. Democrats are critical of
his economic development efforts.

"Charles Palmer, the Human Serv-
ices commissioner for Branstad, said -
there are “several things going on.
You are seeing in some communities
more of a community development
ffort that is seeing the creation of-
some new jobs.”

“People Moving Out”

Some of the improvement in pover-
ty rates in poor counties may have oc- .
curred because “in some of the hard-
est hit, you'll have some people-
moving out” in search of jobs, Palmer . |
said. The departure of people below
the poverty rate would show up as an.
improvement in the poverty rate. .-
" Also, that federal standards go up -
each year would explain some of the
increase in poverty across the state,
Someone living near the poverty rate -
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___ Please turn to Page 10A .
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